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TRIBULATIONS Or ArOiCAN WOMEN ABROAD i

IN HER ONLY CONTRIBUTION TO THE PRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

4 ANSWERS THE VITAL QUESTION v s-

IE THE INFLUENCE OF CONTINENTAL OFE
UPON THE AMERICAN GIRL BENEFICIAL
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A BRILLIANT CRITIQUE ON
THE SOCIAL CONDITIONS
Of TWO CONTINENTS

MRS ARTHUR

Cfepyrlght 1004 by Frank A Munsey

S the influence of Continental life upon the American rirl
beneficial wwiwarT-

irij3i
The question is difficult to answer as so much

upon the temperament and disposition of the in-

dividual

In any case the expres ion of any opinion upon a social
matter is so liable to offend in one quarter or another that in
giving ones ideas however well formed and judiciiJus they

ono feels danger of becoming entangled in a net from which-

itwmay to escape v-

At the outset a direct contradiction presents itself as the
influence of Continental life upon the American girl has at one
and the same time a broadening as well as a narrowing influencfe

The beneficial side is to be found in the fact that travel is
the greatest of all educators

On her first entrance into European society average Amer-

ican girl is pained as well as surprised to find that her education
has been sadly neglected For first time in her young life she
realizes the groundwork of English the smattering of
French and perhaps German and the slight knowledge of music
and freehand drawing which she has acquired from a
do fit her for her surroundings-

Tho American girl who hopes to shine in Continental society
must be versatile She must be able to converse in all countries
with all sorts and conditions of mon with equal facility

She must be able to talk with the politician on polities the
artist on art the diplomatist on diplomacy the bookworm on
current literature tho musician on music To accomplish this
sho must bo a linguist

How often is a society woman called upon both as hostess
and as guest to speak French German and Italian

If vjsho has a knowledge of these languages which combined
with English are sufficient to carry one without inconvenience
throughout tho world she may in time granting she possesses that
Indefinable something which is termed magnetism and which is so

essential to social success become an ornament and indeed an
acquisition to any aristocracy which with centuries of culture and
breeding behind it gladly welcomes at all times tho truest and
most lasting of all aristocracies the aristocracy of brains

How obvious it is therefore that a hostess unable to speak
to not to say entertain her guests must necessarily be a hopeless
failure

This unfortunately is the adverse condition under which
the latterday American girl outers into a sphere of life for which
she is at least temporarily unfitted

It is a fortunate thing however that the dominant spirit of
the true American asserts itself and in most cases tho American
girl onjlio Continent realizes that she is Handicapped tile social
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The American girl who hopes to shine in society

must be versatile She must be able to in all countries
all sortsand conditions ofTnea qfaal facility r

race and like a good horse pbfe forth her energies to gain

the ground which was lost through Her own and if she

does not yin out she usually gains a in the world

she has set out to conquer

Certainly she Rpsse so tQanexiraftrdinary degree that

iiigs If at all times the American girl does riolTbeliaveas

she she usually be trusted to be-

have as though the best society belonged to ion
And so it is that today American women figure prominently

at every court in Europe
This is the influence of Continental life upon the

American VTV
Before looking at the reverse side tff the is as well

to the system of or the Children who

in the natural course of events will later into the ranks of
Continental society with the system in Vogue twentyfive years

ago

Then private schools wore the medium by Jwhich children

gained a solid groundwork en wliiclitp fa superstructure

For every a different tutor was available a
woman thoroughly competent to teach one particular branch of

learning In that way education which was education in the most
liberal of the was accomplished

Today a governess is called into requisition to instil into the

youthful mind every sUbject in the curriculum When takes

into consideration that the accomplishments of the average gov

erness are necessarily very limited the absurdity of this system of
educating a child for the great outside world is apparent-

A of the disadvantages of Continental society life for
tho American girl entails sonic harsh criticism but then when

criticism is required it is Lost to conic from a friendly source
There can be no question that in most of the American mar-

riages into Continental aristocracies the bride not only brings
her husband a fortune but also a reenforcement of brains which
in truth he often needs as much or more than he docs the money

It is however a deplorable fact that while at home Ameri-
can women arc among the most patriotic in the world abroad
seem to glory in being what they are pleased to term cosmopoli-
tan In most cases their interest in their native land is obviously
hypocritical Thus attitude is especially applicable to the single
American girl who does not take long to discover that in society
persons who are not hypocrites are never believed sincere

It is to be equally deplored that in intermarrying with for-
eigners the girl in most cases entirely forgets or ignores
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her birthplace and becomes more foreign than the foreigners

themselves
There is only one explanation to this pathetic state of affairs

In England there is a class of person known and described as a

snobIt
has beenclaimed that the English language is not expres-

sive May be this isso snob of
meaning is compressed inlpfour letters r

A snob is a person though made according yto the 01

vine idea would have been a great deal more satisfied Bait he

been made according to his own A snob is a who if of
lowly origin is ashamed of mother who A snob is

a person who though entirely devoid of intellect objects onprin

ro

f

in the

4t

4i

but word a volume

who

person

the bore him

>
=

It is to be deplored that in intermarrying with foreigners the
American girl in most cases ignores her birthplace and becomes

more foreign than the foreigners themselves

oiple to other their brainy to further interests
of trade and VV

A tradesman is not in Ii s classf and it is fortunate for the

tradesman that he is not
The condition of being a snob is just as much a disease as

measles contagion is usually contracted from association
with the class withqut time pale of society proper and the com

plaint too often increases in virulence as ther patient becomes

morn selfimportant with small social triumphs
And this is what American girl should bewarned against

She is liable to contract it
The fact of marrying an English husband or living abroad

does not entitle the American girl to stigmatize the democratic
tendencies of her native land as vulgar neither does it improve
her to ape English customs and cultivate a pronounced English
accent

It is not absolutely necessary to decry everything
boast of the fact that by marrying an Englishman of title

she in consequence becomes an Englishwoman
Again tho American girl should be warned She is likely to

need the warning
After all there is no need for the American girl to become

anything else but American Sho has to be
of her great country and the fact of her nationality is no hin-

drance 1o her social progress in any court of Europe so long as
she has the qualifications necessary for her position It is never-

theless true that in the majority of cases where the American
girl has married a foreigner she has altogether sunk her country
her opinions her very identity into those of her husband

The morals of tire American society girl are no better and no
worse than those of the girls on the Continent

True the American girl is allowed greater freedom of action
than her European sister and to the inexperienced this may
seem indicative of a certain disregard of the proprieties

But here again it is a question of the individual
Society as a whole is like royalty as an individual inasmuch

as its actions ere at all tiscs public property
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It is obvious that with a thousand eyes constantly on the
alert a wellknown society man or woman can do no wrong with
out taking the world and his wife into his confidence

And then some literary Phoenix a woman by th
from the ashes of ambition fills the

of what are known as society journals from the fact that
they filch society scandal from societys servants with a sweeping
denunciation of the immorality of the society woman ignoring

fact that her sisters in what in is so
the middle classes are not as immaculate as they

should be and moreover totally forgetting that is at least
one sin worse than immorality and that as scandal

Comparing American and English husbands there can be no
question that the American has no equal in the world both as hus-

band and as father
It may be said that American wives ire too much petted

unquestionably so but are little the worse for it
As a rule the English husband can be compared to an egg

he is so full of himself that he cannot anything
The only thing that interests him in his wife is her interest

in another man She has to shoulder portion of the burden
and in this solitary instance the EngJij husband is generous Ho
gives her a good deal more than hey portion As a colossal
monument to self the Englishman stands as a pyraihid in a
desert iS

It has been said however that there are iion
After all the world charitable

To those who remember America and Americans in the days

gone by when were queens of their own kingdoms and
all men their courtiers it must come as a shock to find that rev-

erence and respect to say nothing of courtesy to the gentler sex

A snob is a person who though made according to the Divine

idea would have been a great deal more satisfied he been

made according to his own
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are now qualities practically unknown But the of af-
fairs exists in

Is it that womans struggle for equaUty has brtfusbt
about this state of

w

If so it is a negative compliment for any woman to be con-
sidered mans equal

One word more regarding the subjuof at issue American
women should remember that success was never a qu stiofi of na-
tionality alone It rests with the individual

Surely it is preferable to be a successful nonentity than an
unsuccessful seiety woman for after all the farmer liajsopto
uses in life the latter

same
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